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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE:To dynamically change capacity corresponding to the condition of use by providing a 
large capacity cache so as to use plural cache blocks in a prescribed size constituting the the 
cache in common as cache areas for all external storage devices. 

CONSTITUTIONS large capacity cache 2 is interposed between a user buffer 1 and two 
magnetic disk devices 4 and 5 and used as the cache area for the two magnetic disk devices in 
common by a cache control means 3. Then, cache control is executed concerning data transfer 
between the user buffer 1 and the two magnetic disk devices 4 and 5. Namely, corresponding to 
the condition of use, the area of the large capacity cache 2 is optimumly allocated to the plural 
external storage devices and used for the respective external storage devices. Thus, the size of 
the cache area is dynamically changed, and the limited cache area is effectively utilized. 
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